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FOREWORD

This Transportation Research Circular is a primer on technology transfer (T?) within the transportation enterprise.
It was developed for the Committee on Technology Transfer (A5012) of the Transportation Research Board. It is
intended for use by state and local transportation agency personnel and T? providers to understand the totality of
the T2 process. This initial work is proposed as the forerunner of a more comprehensive T> manual.

Administrators, engineers, and researchers are continually faced with transportation problems on which much
information exists, either in the form of reports or in terms of undocumented experience and practice.
Unfortunately, this information is often scattered and unevaluated; as a consequence, full information on what has
been learned about a problem is frequently not assembled. Costly research findings may go unused, valuable
experience may be overlooked, and full consideration may not be given to available practices for solving or
alleviating the problem.

Technology transfer is an integral part of the research and engineering functions. This report of the
Transportation Research Board describes the technology transfer process as it is carried out by various technology
transfer agencies, particularly in the United States.
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